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Acetazolamide (Diamox) is a medication that is used to treat a number of conditions, 
including idiopathic intracranial hypertension (IIH) and familial hemiplegic migraine 
(FHM).  
 
Acetazolamide is a medication that is primarily used as a diuretic, meaning it helps 
the body to get rid of excess fluid. However, it is also used to treat a number of other 
conditions, including IIH and FHM. Acetazolamide works by reducing the amount 
of fluid that is produced in the body, which can help to reduce pressure on the brain 
in the case of IIH, or prevent migraines in the case of FHM. 
 
IIH is a condition in which there is increased pressure within the skull, leading to 
symptoms such as headaches, visual disturbances, and ringing in the ears. It is often 
associated with being overweight or obese, and can be treated with weight loss, 
medications such as acetazolamide, or in some cases, surgery. 
 
FHM is a type of migraine that is caused by a genetic mutation. It is characterised by 
temporary paralysis or weakness on one side of the body, as well as other migraine 
symptoms such as headache, nausea, and sensitivity to light and sound. 
Acetazolamide is sometimes used to prevent FHM attacks. 
 
Acetazolamide is usually taken orally in the form of a tablet or capsule. The dose will 
depend on the condition being treated and the patient's individual needs. It is 
important to follow the dosing instructions provided by the healthcare provider and 
not to change the dose or stop taking the medication without first consulting with 
the provider. 
 
Like any medication, acetazolamide can cause side effects. Some of the most 
common side effects include: 
 

• Nausea and vomiting 
• Diarrhoea 
• Loss of appetite 
• Pins and needles 
• Dizziness 
• Blurred vision 

 
Less commonly, acetazolamide can cause more serious side effects such as an 
allergic reaction, liver problems, or kidney stones. Patients should contact their 
doctor immediately if they experience any unusual symptoms while taking 
acetazolamide. 
 
In summary, acetazolamide is a medication that can be used to treat a number of 
conditions including IIH and FHM. It works by reducing the amount of fluid in the 
body, which can help to reduce pressure on the brain or prevent migraines.  
 
It is important to follow dosing instructions carefully and to be aware of potential 
side effects. Patients should speak with their doctor if they have any questions or 
concerns about taking acetazolamide. 


